
So you are having trouble with your handwriting
As the teacher you might think that this first page is inappropriate but it has a particular purpose. Whatever
you say about pupils’ work may be construed as criticism of their handwriting. Teenagers’ handwriting, or
anyone else’s for that matter, for better or worse, is part of themselves. They may react strongly to it being
criticised even though it is for their own good. It is important to break through the ‘them and us’ situation as
quickly as possible.

It is only natural for a pupil to think ‘I can read it why can’t they’. To be fair, sometimes pupils cannot even
decipher the teacher’s message. What I am trying to do here is to put you in their place, to understand what
they need to have explained and what preconceptions you may have to overcome.

The remarks below, made by various teachers are not exactly helpful. They do not explain what is needed and
seem only to be expressing their own exasperation. This is understandable when faced with an illegible script.
You must, however, be on the pupils’ side, and somehow communicate that the trouble with their writing,
whatever it is, is unlikely to be their fault, Either they have not been taught properly or there is something really
wrong. They cannot diagnose their own problems, so it is your role to discover, with their help, what can be
done.
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So you are having trouble with your handwriting

You can read it, why can’t they?

Do people keep saying that they cannot read what you have written? Other people judge you by your writing but they
look for individuality as well as neatness. Good writing must of course be legible but it should flow and have some
character.

You do not need the same standard of handwriting all the time. It must be extra good if you are writing a special letter, but
when you are writing a quick list for yourself it can be really rough. For note-taking and examinations speed is the most
important thing and for this you need an in-between standard.

Handwriting is for communicating, not only while you are at school, but for the rest of your life. If there are any real
problems it is worth getting things right now.




